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Siwan

Siwan group consists of Amina Alaoui, Kheir Eddine M’kachich, Jon Balke, Bjarte Eike and Helge Nordbakken in addition to an ensemble of 17 musicians. Their music is composed by Jon Balke. Melodic and poetry adaptation is done by Amina Alaoui.

In 2006 composer Jon Balke was invited to propose an idea for the upcoming celebration of Cosmopolite, Oslo’s number one stage for world and jazz music.  He invited the Moroccan singer Amina Alaoui into a context of baroque and improvising musicians, a blend of three different cultures. Originally a vision of sound, this idea has a fundament both in European history and in musical practice. This project is not a musicological research, but rather a tribute to musical freedom, by drawing upon the ideas and sounds of pre-renaissance and baroque music and developing a contemporary totality that is based on the musical practice of these traditions. 

In Siwan you will find texts by Al Rusafi, Ibn Hazm, Martin Codax among others, but also exploration of the relationship both with early Persians like Al-Hallaj and later Christian mystic poets like San Juan de La Cruz. The title “Siwan” means “in balance”, or “equilibrium” in a mixed language called Aljamiado, spoken during the inquisition in Spain.  Historians point to lines of developments from Al-Andalus to renaissance Europe, mainly via direct contact with intellectuals and scientists.  In the musical field, it is fascinating to see that the musical practice of the baroque musicians and Aloui form a similar line of balance between composition and improvisation, and freedom of ornamentation and interpretation. 

Amina Aloui emerged from the Gharnati tradition which is the music of Al-Andalus that has survived in Fés in Morocco. This is a fascinating blend of Arabic and European music and poetry. 

Violinist Kheir Eddine M’kachich is a virtuosic performer based on the tradition of Arabo-Andalusian music. He has developed his own voice in collaboration with Amina Alaoui, Barrio Chino and lately also with Cheb Khaled and Jon Hassell. 

Jon Balke has, with his background as a musician in world music and jazz, moved on to composition work for theatre and dance performances as well as major works for chamber groups and sinfoniettas. He is composing for and leading his own project Magnetic North Orchestra, Batagraf, as well as performing solo piano and in smaller groups.  Bjarte Eike is a young veteran of "early music". From studies in Bergen and London, he quickly established himself as a leading violinist on Copenhagens early music scene. He formed his own eminent ensemble Barokksolistene in 2005 and has enjoyed a great success as artistic director and leader. Percussionist Helge Norbakken has been a much demanded musician in groups of Mari Boine, Maria Joao, and numerous other international artists. He has been leading in developing a new sounds cape of percussion based on influences from West African traditions and jazz.

